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Trumpington Food Hub 
 
Trumpington Food Hub continues to operate from Trumpington Pavilion, and is open to local residents 
from 12 noon to 2 pm on Fridays, providing food and other supplies. Smita Botre coordinates the work 
with the volunteers and users and organises the sessions. We are always looking for additional donations 
and volunteers, please contact Smita if you think you can help (trafoodhubsmita.botre@gmail.com). 
 
Planning  
 
We responded to the consultation about the next Local Plan and are very pleased that the draft rejects 
the major proposals for housing and economic development in our immediate area. However, we are 
very concerned at the proposed further expansion of the Cambridge Biomedical Campus to the south of 
the existing site. Not only would this cause “very high harm” to the Green Belt according to the two 
councils’ own assessment and destroy high quality agricultural land at the foot of the Gog Magog Hills, 
but also it is unnecessary as there is a surplus of employment land in Greater Cambridge, some of which 
is close to the Campus. We are now assessing in depth the detailed case made for this – the sole 
incursion into the Green Belt proposed in the new Plan. 
 
Transport 
 
The public inquiry on Network Rail’s Transport and Works Act Order application to build the new 
Cambridge South Station starts on 1

st
 February for a 12-week hearing, at which the Association will be 

giving evidence. Progress has been made in the discussions on our objection which is reflected in a 
Statement of Common Ground agreed with Network Rail. Our representations to the Inspector on the 
areas yet to be agreed are made in the Association’s Proof of Evidence. Both are available on request.  
 
We responded to the recent major public consultation on the Greater Cambridge Partnership’s Public 
Transport Improvements and City Access Strategy, “Making Connections”, strongly supporting the 
proposals for a major improvement and extension of the bus network enabled and funded by a charge 
for driving within Cambridge. The crucial point has been made that without a charge and other measures 
to reduce peak time congestion it will not be possible to make the bus service reliable and frequent 
enough for it to be a real alternative to the car – excessive reliance on which leads each year to more 
than 100 people in Greater Cambridge dying earlier than they would otherwise due to air pollution. A 
better bus service is impossible until road congestion and delay has been reduced – it is contingent on 
that reduction. It may be comfortable to think that congestion can be reduced merely by providing a 
better bus service but it is mistaken. A better bus service does need to be ready to go as a replacement, 
however, once traffic is reducing - and to reinforce its further reduction. We have urged the Greater 
Cambridge Partnership to take up the challenge laid down by the Citizen’s Assembly two years ago to 
“be brave, be bold and take action”, stressing that the time for action is now. 
  
As reported last time, at the request of residents, the Association made representations to the Greater 
Cambridge Shared Planning Service not to give retrospective planning approval to hard landscaping 
installed by the developer in the Greenway Park play area, arguing for use of soft landscaping in this 
and other play areas at Piper Green and Railway Green to reflect the outline planning permission for 
Trumpington Meadows and respect their sensitive location linking with the Country Park and Green 
Belt. The Service replied recently saying that applications to discharge the relevant conditions were 
made in July last year and refused the following month. Further discharge of condition applications are 
expected shortly when the public will have the chance to comment. 
 
It may be recalled that the Association objected to the parking arrangements proposed for Trumpington 
Meadows – in 2017 and again last year. We do not believe that on-street parking other than in 
designated visitor spaces should be allowed in the Southern Fringe new developments including Glebe 
Farm, Clay Farm and Ninewells as well as Trumpington Meadows. This is due to their design which 
does not allow for on-street parking, many roads being narrow, not having pavements or pavements with 
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low kerbs only, and many with blind corners. This being the reason why their planning permissions do 
not allow on-street parking. Since 2018 we have been urging the County Council to consult on parking 
arrangements for all the new developments in advance of the adoption of their roads when the interim 
parking arrangements enforced by developers end. When the decision was made under delegated powers 
not to proceed with the previously proposed parking arrangements for Trumpington Meadows and 
develop new ones, we asked a number of questions of the Council. The answers recently received state 
that adoption of the “Grosvenor spine road” is “imminent” - and adoption of the roads in the early 
Barratt phases (generally the roads closer to Consort Avenue and Hauxton Road) is expected “soon” 
when the 12-month maintenance period ends. When these roads are adopted, the developer’s interim 
parking scheme ends. For the new parking scheme, we are told that nothing has yet been agreed in the 
discussions between officers and councillors and there is not an agreed timeline for its development, 
consultation and implementation. The Association has expressed considerable concern at this situation 
which means that parts of Trumpington Meadows will have no parking controls in place for an 
indeterminate period during which an on-street parking free for all could develop. At the same time 
other parts of Trumpington Meadows will have developer enforced parking controls in place until their 
roads are adopted. At the least this could lead to some confusion. We have asked the County Council for 
two things: To update us by 28

th
 February by when it should at least be possible to share a clear 

timetable to ultimate implementation of a new parking scheme for the whole of the Trumpington 
Meadows development; and to initiate a clear programme of action to develop and implement 
appropriate parking arrangements for all of the Southern Fringe housing developments, as the 
Association first suggested three years ago.   
 
As reported last time, a decision on the planning application for the Cambridge South West Travel Hub 
to which we have objected on specific grounds was deferred by the County Council Planning 
Committee on 29 July last year. A range of additional information councillors deem necessary to make a 
fully informed decision was requested. In the meantime, the Association has issued a second addendum 
to our objection concerning advice given in the officer report to the July meeting, the gist of which is 
given in the following extract: 
“Contrary to the Local Plan, the application proposes substantial removal of trees from the perimeter of 

Trumpington Park & Ride, a mature tree belt which fronts on to Hauxton Road (A1309) forming a 

strategically important, attractive entrance to this major gateway to Trumpington and Cambridge. This is 

not a mere matter of residential amenity for the residents of “Glebe Farm and Bishop’s Road” who 

“would have clearer views into this urban area” as described in the officer comment/conclusion. It is a 

proposal to infringe a key aspect of the Local Plan as it affects this part of southern Cambridge. (The 

officer comment is made under the “Residential Amenity” section of the report…) Yet the report 

concludes that “this reduction is not considered significant enough to warrant a recommendation of 

refusal… For these reasons, we believe that the report’s conclusion does not provide a sound basis for 

the Planning Committee to decide this matter – one which is of great importance to our members. We 

ask that this is reassessed on a basis which gives proper weight to the Cambridge City Local Plan and its 

integral Southern Fringe Area Development Framework by ensuring retention of most if not all of this 

strategically important tree belt.” 
 
 
 
TRA membership and meetings 
 
We welcome addition members from all parts of Trumpington. We are currently holding our regular 
meetings online. For further information, see the Residents' Association Facebook page 
(https://www.facebook.com/TrumpingtonResidentsAssociation) and our web site 
(http://trumpingtonresidentsassociation.org/TRA.html). 
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