Trumpington Residents’ Association: South Trumpington Parish Meeting update, 3 April2025

SouthTrumpington TRA 0425
1 April 2025
Andrew Roberts and David Plank

TRA members’ meetings

The next TRA members’ meeting will be at 7:30 pm on 28 May, in the Clay Farm Centre. See the web
site for information about membership and meetings, http://trumpingtonresidentsassociation.org/.

Trumpington Fairbite Food Club

Cambridge City Foodbank (CCFb) is now operating the Fairbite Food Club (successor to the Food
Bank). It is open atTrumpington Pavilion from 12 noon to 1:30 pm on Fridays. If you are interested in
becoming a member, please come along. There is information on the TRA News page,
http://trumpingtonresidentsassociation.org/news/.

Cambridge South West Travel Hub

Construction of this major Greater Cambridge Partnership (GCP) project is about to start, and the
Association has urged the GCP to start communicating with local people which it has not done to date,
leaving them essentially in the dark.

The project will provide a large number of additional park & ride car parking spaces —up to 2,150 - on
the western side of the M11. This will connect with the existing Trumpington Park & Ride (1,643
spaces) via a new public transport route crossing the M11 and connecting with the guided busway via
the junction of Hauxton Road, Addenbrooke’s Road and Osprey Drive (the newly opened southern
entrance to the Trumpington Meadows development). The crossing of the M11 also involves the
construction of a new shared use bridge for walkers and cyclists to enable the busway to use the existing
farm / accommodation bridge. The project also affects the final link of the Melbourn Greenway from the
A10 to the Trumpington Meadows development, connecting with the shared use paths for the guided
busway and alongside Addenbrooke’s Road. Hence the significant impact that construction of the new
Travel Hub will have.

In January the TRA recommended that the GCP adopt a communications plan and suggested content
that is important to local people. The initial reaction to this seemed favourable but nothing concrete has
emerged as yet notwithstanding the extensive preparatory groundworks that are visible. This is being
pursued.

Two of our other priorities concerning this project are also being actively pursued. The first of these is
confirmation that the important tree belt between Hauxton Road and Trumpington Park & Ride will not
be significantly reduced by the current one-way access to Trumpington Park & Ride being made two-
way to accommodate guided buses from the new Travel Hub travelling to and from the existing guided
busway via the Park& Ride. Oral assurance has been given that preparation of the detailed drawings for
construction purposes assume that the tree belt will be saved, but we have asked for firm confirmation of
this together with copies of the detailed drawings as evidence — first asked for in April 2024. This is yet
to be received about which we have again expressed concern to receive the drawings at the earliest
opportunity.

The second of these other priorities is firm assurance that the already complex junction between
Hauxton Road, Addenbrooke’s Road and Osprey Drive will work effectively and safely when the new
two-way public transport route joins it. This request was first made in the first addendum to our
objection to the planning application in November 2020 when concern about this was also expressed by
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the County Council’s Transport Assessment Team — a concern subsequently withdrawn without
explanation. Again, we have received oral assurance, but we have asked for evidence in the form of the
report of the “detailed scrutiny” recently carried out by the County Council Traffic Signals Team. In
doing so, we have noted that there is already concern about the safety of the current junction since it
became more complex with the opening of the southern access to Osprey Drive, and wish to be doubly
assured that this critical issue is being fully addressed given the junction’s even greater complexity when
the Travel Hub starts operating.

We continue to actively monitor and, where necessary, challenge constructively the GCP’s / County
Council’s implementation of these matters.

Adoption of Roads
This refers to the Trumpington Meadows, Glebe Farm and Clay Farm developments.

With the exception of a few roads in the Trumpington Meadows development, none of the roads in the
three developments comprising more than 3,600 homes have yet been adopted as public highway
maintainable at public expense by the County Council. This means that the relevant developer remains
responsible within the developments for road safety and maintenance, street lighting and related matters
such as parking control which are important to their residents. Purchasers will have been told by
developers in their contractual documents that the roads will be adopted as public highway. Yet
developments such as Glebe Farm have been complete for some years as have parts of the others.

Some Association members and other residents have expressed concern to the TRA at the lack of
progress. This has been taken up with the County Council asking for a clear statement of when the
County Council will have put in place relevant agreements with the developers, and by when they will
have adopted the roads in each of the developments. An informative but essentially unexplanatory reply
has been received which does not demonstrate a proactive stance on the part of the County Council. This
is being challenged constructively with a reply sent seeking key information which should be in the
County Council’s possession to allow the matter to be taken further.



